
 
EQUINE CLUB 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q1. Is there a problem with the insurance if we let someone participate in a show who is not a Club member and/or not a member 
of a provincial equestrian association?  

A1. No. The insurance allows for non-club members and non-equine association members to participate in your activities or shows 
(remember, the insurance covers you not them). It is, however, a good risk management strategy and a recommendation that 
wherever practical you should confirm that people participating in your events have their own insurance. It is also essential that 
your own Club members also be members of your provincial equestrian association (see next question). 

Q2. Will our insurance be affected if it is found that not all of our participating Club members are provincial association members? 
A2. Possibly. It is a condition of this insurance that all your Club members who are active riding or driving members will also be 

provincial association members. This does not apply to social or honorary members who no longer ride or drive in Club 
associated activities. If a loss occurs involving one of your active riding or driving Club members and it is found that they are 
also not a member of your provincial equestrian association, then your insurance may become null and void. Clubs can submit 
membership rosters to their provincial equestrian association office to obtain confirmation of their member’s status.  

Q3. Our Club is allowed to use municipal properties to hold events from time to time, but we are asked to add the municipality to our 
insurance.  Can we do this and does it cost extra? 

A3. These groups are automatically added to your policy at no additional premium. The policy states that owners of private or public 
land are added as additional insureds with respect to losses arising out of the activities of the Club on those lands. 

Q4. Is there any exclusion or restriction if our Club sells or serves alcohol at a Club function or activity? 
A4. The sale or service of alcohol at any event requires special attention.  Please contact our office to discuss the appropriate 

coverage. 

Q5. Clubs can conduct clinics using an instructor who is not formally certified. How do you determine if the instructor’s competence 
or experience is sufficient to satisfy the insurance program requirements? 

A5. The instructor used by clubs to conduct a clinic must meet the following criteria to enable the club to be covered for the clinic 
exposure. The instructor should have conducted similar clinics in the past or be recognized in the equestrian industry for his or 
her expertise on the topic of the clinic. Generally clubs have some discretion in this area to assist them and it is recognized there 
would be little value in conducting a clinic using an instructor who had little to offer. Also the clinic setting is usually of short 
duration and in a controlled setting allowing for this discretionary benefit. 

Q6. I have been told that liability insurance for Clubs covers directors. Why then is Director’s & Officer’s coverage discussed so much 
and sold separately? What is this all about? 

A6. The Club’s Commercial General Liability policy responds to law suits which result from a bodily injury or a property damage in 
which it is felt the Club bears some responsibility. Your policy covers this and also covers directors and others associated with 
hosting Club activities for these types of claims. However there are other things for which a director or officer may be sued which 
have nothing to do with a bodily injury or a property damage. Typically these law suits are the result of a wrongful act by a 
director and are filed by another director, Club member or a financial institution. Director’s and Officer’s policies are separate 
policies with specialized wordings to deal with these situations. 

Q7. Are commercial equine operations insured under this policy? 
A7. The intent of this Club Policy is to insure the Club and their members for Club activities.  The following are not deemed to be 

commercial equine operations under the Policy: 
• Boarding of an equine 
• Equine Shows or Competitions 
• Clinics and Instruction 
• Fund raising activities providing the Club is not offering commercial equine activities to the public (i.e. including but not 

limited to trail rides or pony rides). 

Q8. Does my 2021 policy cover me for liability claims arising from COVID-19 or other communicable disease? 
A8. No.  Effective January 1, 2021 Underwriters at Lloyd’s of London have embedded a specific exclusion in the wording related to 

this.  The Exclusion and response to the pandemic is consistent with what we are seeing from Insurers around the world.  
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