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Learn To Drive   
Evaluation Requirements  

 

 

No. Requirement Evidence 

4.0 Putting To (Hitching)  

4.1 Identify advantages and disadvantages of two wheel 
and four wheel carriages  

Shall describe advantages of a two wheeler including lighter, less expensive, do not 
jackknife if the horse backs up  
Shall describe disadvantages of a two wheeler including if improperly balanced they put 
unnecessary weight on the horse’s back, generally don’t allow more than two people to 
be transported (with some exceptions) 
Shall describe advantages of a four wheeler including no weight transfer to horse’s 
back, can carry more people, may offer a competitive edge in marathon as the navigator 
can counterweight on tight turns 
Shall describe the disadvantages including heavier weight, more expensive 

4.2 Identify the basic parts of the carriage Shall identify the main parts of the carriage including shafts, footman’s loop, singletree, 
footrest, dash, seat, wheel (optional include spokes, felloes, hub), axle, 

4.3 Discuss factors to be considered when purchasing a 
carriage 

Shall identify factors including horse size, type of driving that will be done, number of 
people to be transported, budget, skill level of driver and horse, type of harness being 
used. 

4.4 Discuss safety rules and demonstrate safety 
considerations when putting to.   

Identify key safety rules: 

 Never remove the bridle of a horse hitched to a vehicle 

 Never leave a hitched horse unattended 

 Never leave a passenger in the vehicle while the driver dismounts 

 The lines must always be in the driver’s hands during hitching, while the horse is 
put to the vehicle and while unhitching 

4.5 Put to (hitch) safely and correctly using a header as 
a safety person.  
 

Shall stand the harnessed horse in front of the vehicle and put the header in place 
slightly to the side of the horse’s head, bring the vehicle to the horse with the shafts 
raised above the horse, lower the shafts and place in shaft loops (tugs), header can 
assist on the offside, attach the horse to the vehicle in the following order: near trace, off 
trace, off hold-back strap, near hold-back strap, overgirth (on near side).  If wrap straps 
are used in lieu of overgirth, they are attached after the breeching is connected on both 
sides. 
Shall adjust the traces so the shaft tips do not extend past the point of the shoulder but 
the horse is positioned a safe distance from the vehicle so that hind legs when not touch 
the vehicle when in an extended gait, shaft loops (tugs) should be adjusted so shafts are 
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as level as possible and not below the point of the shoulder, hold-back straps are 
adjusted to allow four fingers width space between the breeching and the horse’s rump 
when the horse is in draft.  

4.6 Board the carriage or cart in a correct and safe 
manner 

Shall have lines in his/her hand; whip in the holder or across the seat prior to entering 
the vehicle. 
Shall take up light contact. 
Shall enter the vehicle without pulling on the lines and sit promptly. 
Shall pick up the whip and check adjustment of lines to insure proper contact. 

4.7 Unhitch (remove from carriage)  in a safe manner Shall exit the vehicle in the reverse order of getting in. 
Shall detach the harness in the reverse order of putting to. 
Shall remove the shafts from the shaft loops (tugs), lift the shafts above the horse’s 
quarters and move the vehicle back and clear of the horse. 
Shall place the shafts on the ground a safe distance away from the horse 

 

 


