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Learn To Drive   
Evaluation Requirements  

 

 

No. Requirement Evidence 

11.0 Show Grooming/Harness Care  

11.1 Describe the procedure for bathing a horse in 
preparation for a driving event. 
 
 
 
 

Demonstration is not required but candidate should discuss general considerations: 

 Bathing early enough to allow the horse to dry prior to trailering 

 Consideration of weather conditions on the day of bathing and precautions to be 
taken for cool weather (bathing inside, use of rugs/blankets until horses are dry, 
use of a thorough grooming if bathing is not possible) 

 Safety considerations including safe footwear for handler, safe work area, 
introduction of hosing in a gradual manner – lower front legs first then gradually 
working towards the rest of the horse 

 Use of products specifically designed for horses. 

 Thorough rinsing of all products from the coat (except for products designed to be 
left in e.g. certain hair products such as Show Sheen™) 

 Importance of scraping excess water from the coat. 

11.2 Discuss when and how to braid a horse for a 
driving competition. 

Candidate shall describe at least one type of individual braid (examples:  hunter braids, 
button braids) and a running braid. 
Candidates should be able to discuss appropriate braiding for show purposes.  Examples 
include: 

 Breed standards – some breeds are traditionally shown with full manes and tails, 
or special mane treatments (e.g. roaching). 

 If mane is braided, forelock must be braided as well.  Tails are never braided for 
show purposes but a mud tail may be placed for marathon. 

 Braids are not a show requirement but add to the presence of the entry and may 
result in an improved presentation score. 

 Horses with very sparse manes may look better without being braided, or may 
benefit from a roached mane. 

 Braiding is not mandatory for horse inspections but “finishes the picture” nicely. 

11.3 Demonstrate at least one individual braiding 
method and a running braid. 

The candidate must complete at least 5 individual braids and the full running braid to 
demonstrate competency. 
Braids should be neat, uniform and evenly spaced.   Braids may be secured with elastics 
or be sewn in. 

11.4 Explain safety considerations associated with Should be able to discuss safety issues including: 
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clipping and show grooming  Teaching horses to accept clippers 

 Electrical safety issues such as working in a dry area and keeping cords and 
outlets away from horses reach, ensuring the horse’s coat is fully dry before 
clipping, use of a ground fault interrupter (GFI) outlet for clippers. 

 Safe footwear and (recommended) helmets for handlers 

 Securing the horse for clipping (i.e. use of assistant, work area clear of hazards 
and clutter, use of quick-releases if cross-tying) 

11.5 Discuss and demonstrate trimming the horse for 
show purposes.  May use scissors &/or electric 
clippers. 

Horses should be bathed prior to clipping for greatest efficiency. 
Body clipping may be mentioned but does not need to be demonstrated. 
Candidate should demonstrate appropriate clipping of the ears, mane, feathers, and face. 

 


