
 

 
HORSE COUNCIL BC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday, June 22, 2026 at 7:00 PM PST 
Via Zoom Meeting 

_______________________________________________________ 
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AGENDA 
 
6:45 PM Zoom Room Opens for Technical Support 
  
7:00 PM Meeting Begins 
 

1. Call meeting to order 

a) Chair’s Welcome (Lynda Atkinson) 

b) Land Acknowledgement 

c) Announcement of quorum 

d) Acceptance of agenda 

Suggested Motion: Move that the agenda be accepted as presented. 

e) Approval of Annual General Meeting Minutes of June 16, 2025 

Suggested Motion: Move that the Meeting Minutes of June 15, 2025, be 

approved as presented. 

2. Treasurer's Update (Sharon Pickthorne) 

a) Video Report on 2025 Audited Financial Statements, Derek Christo, Partner, 

d’Abadie Moody 

1. Questions to the Audited Financial Statements 

Suggested motion: Move that 2025 Audited Financial Statements be accepted. 

b) Appointment of Audit firm d’Abadie Moody 

Suggested motion: Move that the firm d’Abadie Moody be appointed Auditor 
for 2027. 
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3. Election of Directors 

a) Nominations Process – Yvonne Darcel, Nominations Committee Chair 

b) Candidate Presentations/Overview (2 minutes each) 

1. Teresa Carosella 

2. Kelsey MacFarlane 

3. Sharon Pickthorne 

4. Kersten Taylor 

5. Claire Vessey 

c) Election – via electronic voting 

d) Election results 

4. Building Sale and Endowment Fund Update 

5. Questions from members 

6. Date and time next meeting June 21, 2027 @ 6:30pm (tentative - to be confirmed) 

7. Adjournment 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

June 22, 2026 

MEETING STANDING RULES 

The following Rules of Order are designed to facilitate progress at the Horse Council BC Annual 
General Meeting to ensure orderly debate, courtesy, fairness and equality for all. The meeting 
will be conducted in accordance with The BC Societies Act, the constitution and by-laws of 
HCBC and Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised – 11th edition. 

1. All speakers will practice fairness and courtesy at all times. The Annual General Meeting 
is for the purpose of transacting the agenda at hand and related resolutions. Unrelated 
topics or issues of a personal nature will not be debated or considered.  

2. Only one item, the immediately pending motion and/or the matter under discussion, 
will be considered at a time. 

3. Members who wish to speak will raise their hand either in-person or through the 
electronic icon, or type it into the Chat box, or otherwise gain the attention of the chair 
or moderator, wait to be recognized by the chair, and begin by stating their name.  

4. Speakers shall respect the need for the meeting to run on time and limit their remarks 
to 2 minutes or less.  

5. Each speaker may speak once to each resolution; no Member may speak a second time, 
which includes asking a follow-up question, unless and until all those who desire to 
speak a first time have had the opportunity to do so. 

6. A voting Member has the right to move the previous question (to ask the assembly to 
close debate) and proceed to vote on the pending motion(s). This motion must be 
seconded and is not amendable or open to debate. It requires a 2/3 vote to adopt. 



 

Horse Council BC Annual General Meeting 16th June 2025 

 

 

Present:  

Craig Cherrett  

Sharon Pickthorne  

Tina Knott  

Lynda Atkinson  

Yvonne Darcel  

Claire Vessey 

Nora McCallum  

Joan Chess-Woollacott  

Kersten Taylor 

Jocelyn Plasman 

Kam Chutti 

Lynda Eckstein 

Danica Pazcoguin 

Marsoe Larose 

Rosmarie Eklund 

Sara Allison 

Stephanie Mackay 

Sue Billings 

Tracy Carver 

Deborah McBride 

Cheryl Rhodes 

Catherine Davidson 

Bill Atkinson 

Carolyn Farris 

Carol-Ann Rolls 

Rose Schroeder 

Karen Swantje 



 

Kelly Kennedy 

Guests:  

Derek Christo  

1. Call meeting to order 6:34pm 

a) Vice - Chair’s Welcome – Lynda Atkinson  

b) Land Acknowledgement – Lynda Atkinson  

c) Announcement of quorum, QUOROM ACHIEVED  

d) Acceptance of agenda 

 

Motion 1: Move to accept the agenda as presented/discussed. 

Moved:  Carolyn Farris           Seconded: Rose Schroeder    Carried 

1.e. Approval of Annual General Meeting Minutes of June 17 2024  

Motion 2: Move that the Meeting Minutes of June 17 2024, be approved as presented. 

Moved: Claire Vessey  Seconded: Sharon Pickthorne Carried  

 

2. Treasurer's Update 

2.a. Report on 2024 Audited Financial Statements, Derek Christo, Auditor 

The financial statements were presented by Derek Christo from Dabity Moody and received a clean audit opinion, 
indicating sound financial management by Horse Council BC. 

Questions to the Audited Financial Statements 

Motion 3: Move that 2024 Audited Financial Statements be accepted. 

Moved:  Sharon Pickthorne   Seconded:  Tracy Carver  Carried  

2.b. Appointment of Auditor d’Abadie Moody 

Motion 4: Move that d’Abadie Moody be appointed Auditor for 2026. 

Moved: Sharon Pickthorne        Seconded: Yvonne Darcel Carried  

 

3. Bylaw Housekeeping Updates (Joan Chess-Woollacott) 

Horse Council BC updated bylaws to clarify membership termination processes, allowing the board to non-renew 
memberships based on conduct issues while maintaining fair and transparent guidelines for member management. 

 a) Bylaw Review – Redline Changes 1. Questions  

Motion 5: Move that the changes to the Society's Bylaws be approved as presented. 



 

Moved: Joan Chess-Woollacot  Seconded: Nora McCallum Carried  

 

4. Election of Directors 

4. a)  Nominations Process – Yvonne Darcel, Nominations Committee Chair 

b) Candidate Presentations/Overview (2 minutes each) 

1. Lynda Atkinson 

2. Joan Chess-Woollacott 

3. Tina Knott 

4. Rose Schroder 

c) Election – via electronic voting 
d) Election results 

Four candidates ran for board positions:  

• Lynda Atkinson 

• Joan Chess-Woollacott 

• Tina Knott 

• Rose Schroeder 

All candidates were successfully elected to the Horse Council BC board, with overwhelming member support. One 
candidate, Monique, withdrew prior to the election, reducing the number of candidates to match available board 
positions. 

4. Questions from members 

None 

5.  Date and time next meeting June 22, 2026 @ 6:30pm (tentative - to be confirmed) 

 

6. Adjournment 

Move to adjourn: Carolyn Farris 

Meeting ended at 08:00pm  

 



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Docusign Envelope ID: 5A9A3E0F-58DE-81AB-807B-769A143AD505



Teresa Carosella has spent over 45 years working with and loving horses,
training many of her own along the way. A lifelong student of horsemanship,
she has gained knowledge about a variety of equestrian disciplines such as:
drill team, barrel racing, pack trips, straightness training, herd management

and hay quality. She has worked in the feed industry and for local horse
camps. In 2014 she was certified as a CHA instructor in both English and
Western, providing riding lessons and day camps to local urban kids until
she joined the barn management team at Timberline Ranch in 2018. Now
retired, she continues to serve as a volunteer provincial representative for

the Certified Horsemanship Association, is on the executive for Backcountry
Horsemen of BC Yarrow chapter and occasionally teaches horsemanship to
wranglers at Timberline or helps out at the Mission Horse Club. She rides her

grulla QH mare up mountain trails and along rivers in the Fraser Valley as
often as possible. Teresa's main purpose is to preserve the horse industry by
teaching safe riding and horsemanship skills to everyone, but especially to
children, who she believes require exposure to horses (outdoors, farm life,

responsibility, resilience) for natural human development. 
 

I hope to serve on the board with HCBC because I believe my vision and
values about the horse industry in BC and the rest of Canada align well with

those of Horse Council. I am passionate about encouraging new certified
coaches for all disciplines but particularly for children and new horse

owners to ensure safe and responsible relationships with their horses for the
good of horses as well as the people who love them. 

BOARD Nominee bios

Kelsey McFarlane developed her lifelong passion for equestrian sport riding in
Vancouver at the Southlands Riding Club. A proud alumnus of the Canadian

Pony Club, Kelsey achieved her respected 'A' level, laying the groundwork for
her transition into a certified Equestrian Canada (EC) Competition Coach.

Sixteen years ago, Kelsey founded her equestrian business in Vancouver,
focusing on the development of young riders and ponies. For the past six years,

she has successfully owned and operated Collingwood Stables from her
property in Langley, British Columbia.

As both an active competitor and coach, Kelsey has enjoyed a successful
career in the hunter and jumper rings, most recently focusing on developing

young sport horses. Throughout her career, she has had the privilege of training
alongside top riders and professionals across North America, building a well-

rounded and deeply informed perspective on the sport. Dedicated to
continuous professional development, Kelsey is passionate about passing on her
knowledge to the next generation, fostering growth for her students both in the

stable and the show ring.

Teresa carosella

Kelsey macFarlane



I have served as the HCBC Treasurer for the past 6 years. Prior, I served as the Affiliate
Director for Back Country Horsemen of BC (BCHBC) for nine years. I previously sat on the
Governance Committee that developed the new HCBC bylaws, Policies and Procedures. 

 
Currently retired, my past professional experience included helping business owners with

their accounting and organizational needs. I also taught bookkeeping and provided Excel
training. Prior to coming to the Comox Valley I was the Manager, Financial Operations,
BC Ministry of Finance. I owned and operated a business in Vancouver which provided

administrative services to publicly traded companies listed on the Vancouver Stock
Exchange.

My volunteer work includes:
·15 years with Therapeutic Riding

·Participated in a community effort with governments and the Komox First Nation to
maintain equine access to land granted in treaty negotiations

·BCHBC Chapter Treasurer, 6 years, current NVI Chapter 
·BCHBC provincial Treasurer, 7 years

·Outdoor Recreation Council Committee recently appointed Board member
·Introduced Avenza and geo-referenced maps for the HCBC Trail Database

I am proud to have received the Bob James Volunteer of the Year award from HCBC.

Horse Council’s governance board structure works very well and the organization
continues to thrive. I continue to work towards my goal - that each and every member

appreciates and understands all that we do, and can do.

I look forward to continuing to serve this Board and all HCBC members.

BOARD Nominee bios

Kersten started riding lessons at age 11 as a bribe from her parents. She
has been involved with horses ever since. Most of her riding experience

has been in the English disciplines and she would like to do more
Eventing in the future. She served as president of her local equestrian

club for 8 years and helped host clinics and shows to bring
opportunities to the East Kootenays. She has served on the HCBC

board for 3.5 years and enjoys giving back to the equestrian
community in that capacity. 

In her non-horsey life, she is a CPA. She lives on a small farm with her
husband, 2 children and a very spoiled Golden Retriever. She is
temporarily horseless for the first time in 15 years as her houses

undergoes a major renovation. Kersten is looking forward to purchasing
her next horse in the spring. 

Sharon Pickthorne

Kersten taylor



Claire Vessey is an experienced equestrian professional and longtime
community leader based in Victoria, BC. A licensed EC Competition Coach
since 1992, she has spent more than 30 years teaching riders and currently
serves as Barn Manager at Glen Oaks Stables, where she coaches weekly
students and oversees daily operations. Claire holds an Associate of Arts

Diploma in Public Administration and brings extensive financial and
administrative expertise shaped by decades of experience, including 35 years

with the Government of British Columbia as a Legislative Assistant and
Administrative Coordinator supporting MLAs and Cabinet Ministers. 

Deeply involved in the equestrian community, Claire has held leadership roles
across multiple organizations, including CADORA Inc., Victoria-Saanich

CADORA, and the Elk/Beaver Lake Equestrian Society. She has contributed to
governance, fundraising, event coordination, and program development,

including organizing dressage clinics and supporting equestrian programming
for the BC Senior 55+ Games. A longtime member and former director within

the horse sport community, Claire is recognized for her collaborative approach,
strong ethical standards, and commitment to rider education and sport

development.

BOARD Nominee bios

claire vessey
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